WORK IN THE GREAT STATE

horsemen, labourers, etc. And the number of retail
agents is equally striking when compared with the
number of producers. As we have seen, there are
only 8,400,000 men, women, boys, and girls engaged
in industrial and agricultural production. The
shopkeepers and their assistants number i for every
5.6 persons engaged in production.

And as for the mass of clerks, agents, travellers,
brokers, merchants, canvassers, and other between-
agents, their number is altogether disproportionate,
either to the number of producers or to the aggregate
of those producers' outputs.
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THE   WASTE   OF   PRODUCERS'   WORK

WE must not readily conclude that we have even
as many as 4,250,000 men, 1,200,000 women, and
950,000 boys and girls engaged in useful industrial
production.

For one thing, the Census of Production was taken
in an exceedingly good year of trade, when employ-
ment was good. If it had been taken in the follow-
ing year, the number of producers would have been
shown as about 4 per cent, less than the above
figures. We have also to take account of short
time and of the operation of industrial disease and
accident, which cut deeply into the available work-
ing time of industrial workers.
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